
COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Monday, 4 
December 2017 at 10.00 am at Lillyhall Depot, Workington

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr MS Barbour
Mr FI Morgan
Mr GRPM Roberts

Mr CJ Whiteside
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Mr AW Wonnacott

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs J Currie - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mrs Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland
Mr D Haughian
Mr C Hughes

- Programme Lead
- CAPITA

Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer

105 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr P Turner.

106 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 27 July 2017 be 
agreed.

107 PRESENTATION - BRANSTY NATIONAL PRODUCTIVITY INVESTMENT 
FUND (NPIF)

Members received a presentation on the Bransty NPIF Scheme from the 
Programme Lead.  The presentation covered the following areas:-

 Purpose of the Scheme
 Site constraints
 Bus Stops
 Taxis
 Public Utilities
 Collision data
 Proposals for the site

Members were aware that this area had been a problem for both pedestrians and 
drivers for a number of years and they welcomed the proposals for this scheme.  
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A number of options/locations were discussed in detail, and upon conclusion of 
these discussions it was AGREED that a workshop would take place after the 
January local committee meeting.  At this meeting firm proposals for 
stakeholder/public consultation would be considered by all members.

The Chair thanked the officers for the informative presentation, and members 
looked forward to the workshop in January to discuss this in more detail.

108 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET 2017/18 - HIGHWAYS

Members considered a report from the Corporate Director - Economy and Highways 
which presented the Highways Devolved Budget Finance report combined with the 
Highways Programme Progress report.

RESOLVED that 
(1) Local Committee note the revenue and capital budget allocations for 

2016-17 and the commitments and expenditure recorded in Appendices 1 
& 2;

(2) Local Committee note the Highways Devolved Revenue budget, attached 
as Appendix 1, is currently projecting a balanced budget;

(3) Members note the Highways Devolved Capital Budget, attached as 
Appendix 2, is currently projecting a balanced budget.

109 HIGHWAYS NETWORK MANAGER'S UPDATE

The Highways Working Group considered a report from the Corporate Director – 
Economy and Highways which provided members of the working group with an 
update on Highway Network matters over the last quarter.  

Members were aware that the planned meeting in October had to be cancelled due 
to the localised flooding event. Therefore the material contained within this 
document was based on the report that should have been tabled during that month.

 Scheme Delivery PRN/NPRN 17/18

Works were continuing with the 2017/2018 NPRN Capital scheme programme, 
completed schemes include the footway reconstruction to Toll Bar, Bransty and 
drainage improvements between Ponsonby and Calderbridge 

Extensive footway resurfacing and carriageway patching was currently ongoing to 
Borrowdale Road, Whitehaven, nearing completion. Footway repairs had just 
started at Seathwaite Avenue with an expected completion date of the end of 
October.

The major repair to Kersey Bridge was now complete, this had involved repointing 
the majority of the entire structure. The structures team was also in the process of 
repairing a retaining wall at The Hill.
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Major resurfacing as part of this PRN allocation was complete on the A595 at 
Monkfoss. This work was carried out during the evening to avoid disruption

Works were likely to start within the coming weeks to footway repairs on King Street. 
Given the sensitivity of the location the work would be undertaken during the night.

Hotbox patching team work was on hold having recently addressed areas in 
Thornhill and Beckermet. Work was currently been programmed to progress in the 
new year.

 Routine Gully Maintenance

During the last month gully cleansing had been focused on the A595 and A5093. 
Although work had paused in light of the recent flood event in Millom.
Gully cleansing had also taken place in Gosforth, Seascale and Drigg.  The total 
number of gullies inspected in August was 1388 and in September 1641.
Programmed cleansing following completion of the A roads would then be focussed 
on Middletown St Bees, Kells and Rottington area.

Members noted the new gully inventory system and looked forward to receiving a 
presentation on this at the next HWG meeting.

Members asked whether the new system would be linked to the HIMS system, and 
if so would training be received by members.  

None of the members of Copeland HWG had received adequate training on the 
HIMS system and they had raised this with officers.  However, this had still not been 
resolved.  It was AGREED that the Chair would write to the officer responsible for 
the HIMS system and the Assistant Director – Highways, Transport and Fleet on 
behalf of the Local Committee to raise these concerns again.

The Highways Network Manager asked members to contact him directly of they had 
any questions about gully cleaning in individual areas.

 Homewood Road, Whitehaven

The Highways Network Manager updated members on the latest situation in relation 
to Homewood Road, and members noted the update.  Members were very 
disappointed to note that the scheme publicised had not yet been completed.  
Following discussion, the Highways Network Manager AGREED to request a 
monthly update to establish if further funding would be available based on the 
project review meetings.

 West of M6 Strategic Outline Business Case

Consultation on this would commence in January and the Highways Network 
Manager AGREED to circulate this to members.
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 Main Street, Hensingham

In light of a recent consultation it was proposed to introduce a series of bollards to 
mitigate parking on the footway at Main Street, Hensingham. The plan attached as 
part of the appendices highlighted the extent of the bollards.

The consultation received varying responses although concerns were raised about 
where vehicles may migrate to.  

It had been suggested that a road safety advice note could be prepared before the 
bollards were introduced.  This was AGREED.

 Sellafield Transport & Movement Plan

It was noted that a private members’ briefing on this would take place on this at 
Copeland Local Committee in January.

 Beckermet

The Highways Network Manager advised members that the consultation on 
Beckermet was due to end on 15 December.  So far about 60 responses had been 
received.  A meeting was scheduled for 18 December to informally discuss the 
consultation responses.

 Rothersyke Erosion

The Highways Network Manager reported that this scheme had been put on hold.  
The Highways Network Manager acknowledged the reasons for this but was 
disappointed with this outcome, as this scheme had been proposed for the last 7 
years.  

Members were also disappointed to hear this news, especially as this was one of 
the roads utilised for traffic flow when the A595 was closed.  

It was AGREED that a letter would be sent to the officer and relevant Cabinet 
Member, on behalf of Copeland Local Committee, to express the members’ 
concerns and disappointment.

Members asked about the schemes being proposed by Highways England, 
specifically on the A595 at Moresby and whether it would be possible to set up 
consultation meetings once these were known.  The Highways Network Manager 
said the next scheduled meeting with Highways England to discuss varying 
improvement schemes was due to take place in January 2018, however a specific 
meeting to discuss the A595 at Moresby took place on 22 November.  The 
Highways Network Manager provided an update on this.

RESOLVED that the report be received and noted.
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110 PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION IMPROVEMENTS - MORESBY 
PARK ROAD, MORESBY PARKS, WHITEHAVEN

Members had before them a report from the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which provided them with the background and details of proposed traffic 
calming measures at Moresby Parks Road, Moresby Parks, Whitehaven, following 
requests for additional measures.

During resurfacing works earlier this year, Cumbria County Council received a 
number of complaints from residents of Moresby Parks regarding the speed of traffic 
travelling through the village along Moresby Parks Road.

Residents acknowledged that there were a number of existing traffic calming 
measures, namely five speed humps, located between the junction of Moresby 
Parks Road with School Brow, and St Mark’s Methodist Church. 

However, it was queried whether these speed humps extended far enough to 
include the Moresby Parks Railway South No. 13 bridge and the exit north of the 
village towards Distington, where speeds had substantially increased.

An additional six speed humps were proposed; three to the north, and three to the 
south, of the existing measures.  A plan detailing the proposal was attached as 
Appendix 1 to the report.

Members supported the proposed scheme.

RESOLVED that, members RECOMMEND that Copeland Local Committee agree 
to consult upon and advertise the proposed additional six road humps along 
Moresby Parks Road, Moresby Parks, Whitehaven, as per the design attached as 
Appendix 1 of the report.

111 COPELAND TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER (TRO) REVIEW

The Highways Working Group considered a report by the Corporate Director – 
Economy and Highways which provided members with the background and details 
of the proposed changes to parking restrictions in and around Cleator Moor 
following statutory consultation and advertisement which concluded on 9 November 
2017. 

Initial consultation on proposed changes to parking restrictions was undertaken in 
June 2017, which was then followed by statutory consultation and advertisement in 
October 2017. 

3 responses were received during the statutory period, a summary of which, along 
with Officers comments was attached as Appendix 2 to the report.  An additional 
response was received after the advertisement period expired, and this had also 
been included within Appendix 2.  A brief summary outlining each proposal and the 
feedback received was as follows:-
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Proposal No. 1 – Crossfield Road, Cleator Moor – to extend existing No Waiting at 
any Time (double yellow lines) restrictions at its junction with Leconfield Street. 2 
responses were received during statutory consultation and advertisement, as 
outlined in Appendix 2 along with Officers comments. Following the responses 
received, Officers recommend a reduction to the restrictions proposed as detailed in 
the recommendation at Paragraph 3.1.  A drawing showing the revised proposal is 
attached as Appendix 3 of this report.

Members supported this proposal.

Proposal No. 2 – Birks Road, Cleator Moor – to introduce several short sections of 
double yellow lines to improve visibility upon exiting Aldby Street, and, to also 
ensure unobstructed access to a number of private properties. A drawing showing 
the proposal is attached as Appendix 4 of the report.

Members supported this proposal.

Proposal No. 3 – Wath Brow, Cleator – to introduce double yellow lines in order to 
prevent vehicles parking inconsiderately and ensure unobstructed access along this 
section of highway. 1 response was received during statutory consultation and 
advertisement, as outlined in Appendix 2 of the report.  A drawing showing the 
proposal was attached as Appendix 5.

Members supported this proposal.

Proposal No. 4 – Jacktrees Road, Cleator Moor - following initial consultation and 
subsequent discussions, the proposal to implement No Waiting at any Time (double 
yellow lines) restrictions on Jacktrees Road and Cragg Road had been abandoned. 
This proposal did not therefore form part of the statutory consultation and 
advertisement procedure. 

Members supported this proposal.

Proposal No. 5 – Ennerdale Road, Cleator Moor – following initial consultation and 
subsequent discussions, the proposal to introduce a loading bay for goods vehicles 
only had been abandoned. 

Members supported this proposal.

Proposal No. 6 – Trumpet Road, Cleator – to introduce No Waiting at any Time 
(double yellow lines) restrictions around the corner of Trumpet Road opposite its 
junction with Lakeland View where obstruction issues were common. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 8 of the report.

Members supported this proposal.

Proposal No. 7 – U4574 (Old A5086) Woodend, Cleator – to introduce No Waiting at 
any Time (double yellow lines) restrictions around a section of the access road to 
ensure unobstructed access. 1 response was received following the expiry of the 
statutory consultation and advertisement, as outlined in Appendix 2.  A drawing 
showing the proposal was attached as Appendix 9 of the report.
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Members supported this proposal.

RESOLVED that, Copeland Highways Working Group RECOMMEND to Copeland 
Local Committee that having taken into consideration the matters contained in 
section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically 
referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this report, that Members recommend that Copeland 
Local Committee agree that “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Borough of 
Copeland) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 20><” (“the 
Order”) be brought into operation as advertised, EXCEPT THAT;

a) The proposed “No Waiting at Any Time” restrictions on Crossfield Road be 
reduced so that it will apply on the north-western side from a point at its 
junction with Leconfield Street extending in a south-westerly direction for a 
distance of 20m, and on the south-easterly side from a point at its junction 
with Leconfield Street extending in a south-westerly direction for a distance of 
11m, (a reduced distance of 9m), as shown on the revised plan attached as 
appendix 3.

112 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET 2018/19 - HIGHWAYS

The Highways Network Manager tabled a copy of the draft Local Committee 
Highways budget for 2018/19 and took members through this.

All members AGREED that the priority list of schemes in Copeland should be based 
on the officer recommendations.

113 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 23 February 2018 at Lillyhall Depot, Workington at 
2pm

The meeting ended at 12.15 pm


